i84            THREE YEARS IN MANIPUR

to his house with his brother, the Senaputti,
giving out as an excuse that he felt too ill to
remain waiting about in the hot sun. He had
not been well for some time before, but
whether he really felt as indisposed on this
occasion as he affirmed is open to doubt. He
had already made the acquaintance of the
Chief Commissioner, and so had the Senaputti,
as the latter had ridden out to Sengmai on
the Saturday to meet Mr. Quinton, and
the Jubraj had also met him seven miles
out of Manipur on Sunday morning.

When, therefore, the regent was asked to
come on to the Residency, he came, accom-
panied by his youngest brother only, Prince
Zillah Singh, the Tongal General, and some
other less important ministers. As soon
as my husband saw that his highness had
arrived without the two elder brothers, he
informed Mr. Quinton, who sent out word
to the regent that the durbar could not be
held without the attendance of the Jubraj
and Senaputti. My husband had a long